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He took her on the rood leading to the village of Dunje, Marija suddenly
took the knife from her folds, and forcefully killed herself. Taking away her
life, she did not surrender to the pasha, who later, although he wanted to,
could not annul the contract he previously signed.

By the power of this document, the guarantee that the entire region should
remain Christian was respected. In the honor of the girl and her
courageous act, the region was named Mariovo.

Mariovo is today almost completely deserted. Among the stones that make
company to the large and fertile plains, among the many markings and
directions that point the way to a temple of God or a shrine that once
existed here, from time to time a fireplace can be observed, a house once
iIn a while, the home to the most persistent who, besides everything, could
not resist the extraordinary attractiveness of this picturesque region.

And amid these fairly devastated houses from which the curious and a bit
puzzled eyes of the shepherds greet you, in one of the old villages,
Manastirec, a real surprise awaits you. Among the fragile buildings and
unmentioned yards, almost in the center of the village, there is the opulent
basilica, the monastery church St. Nikola, an elegant beauty that reminds
of the past times of wealth and well-being.

Surrounded by the mountains of Selechka, Nidze, Kozjak, and Babuna, the
region of Mariovo is one of the most interesting and most inaccessible
areas in Macedonia. Its morphological features include barren and dry hills,
deep stone river gorges, but also magnificent woodland areas in the higher
regions of the mountains of Nidze, Kozjak, and Babuna.
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